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Ongoing events

The Antwerp Six
EXHIBITION

@ MoMu Antwerp

28 March 2026 - 17 January 2027

In 2026, MoMu will dedicate a major exhibition to the ‘Antwerp Six for the first time, 40 years
after their international breakthrough. The exhibition traces the journey of Dirk Bikkembergs,
Ann Demeulemeester, Walter Van Beirendonck, Dries Van Noten, Dirk Van Saene, and Marina Yee,
from their studies at the Royal Academy of Fine Arts in Antwerp to their remarkable individual
careers.

Their debut at the British Designer Show in London in 1986 propelled Antwerp onto the world
fashion map. Even today, their influence is felt internationally.

Find out more:
www.momu.be/en/exhibitions/the-antwerp-six

UNFORGETTABLE -Female artists of the Low countries (1600-1750)
EXHIBITION

@ MSK, Ghent

7 March 2026 - 31 May 2026

Women played a vital role in the artistic life of the Low Countries between 1600 and 1750. Yet
classical art history has largely ignored their key status within the creative economy. With the
exhibition Unforgettable, the MSK is finally setting this right.

An impressive list of works of art on show, created by more than 40 women, proves that women
artists were anything but rare or unknown. Prints, paintings, textile art, sculpture and even
paper cutting is included. Their influence on the visual culture of the Low Countries can be felt
to this day. Unforgettable presents these artists you might not know, but whom you will
definitely never forget.

Find out more:
https://www.mskgent.be/en/exhibitions/ unforgettable
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Hansche, Master of Stucco
EXHIBITION

@ Parcum Museum, Leuven

12 February 2026 — 14 June 2026

At Park Abbey in Leuven, the spectacular 17th-century stucco ceilings, rendered in 3D, reveal the
talent of the Flemish master Jan Christiaan Hansche. The exhibition at the PARCUM Museum

sheds light on this forgotten genius of the Baroque: his life, his work, his techniques, and the
recent

Find out more:
https://www.abdijvanpark.be/en/museum-parcum

Talbot House has acquired a printing outfit (albeit a little scruffy) and decided to reproduce the
Wipers Times newspaper. The publication was originally made during the First World War when
soldiers found an old printing press under the ramparts of Ypres.

Over a century later, as part of an annual subscription, you can receive the 23 issues of the
newspaper, on the days they would have originally been released. The subscription also contains

newly research commentary, free museum and brewery tickets as well as never seen before
elements.

Find out more:
https://www.talbothouse.be/en/history/wipers-times
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Award winning author Aline Sax and photographer Jeremy Gordon-Smith join forces in 1919, an
exhibition capturing both the veterans and locals first steps into the Ypres Salient after the
Great War. Featuring powerful photographs from Ivan Bawtree, Gordon-Smith’s great-great
uncle, and inspired by Sax’s new book 1919, it offers a striking portrait of loss, hope and renewal.

Find out more:
https://www.talbothouse.be/en/events/tentoonstelling-1919

From the Ideal to the Grotesque in the Renaissance
EXHIBITION

@ Bozar Bussels

20 February 2026 - 14 June 2026

Beauty and Ugliness are themes that resonate and fascinate in every era — universal concepts,
yet their forms and tastes can culturally vary over time. How did the Renaissance thinkers
conceive of these ideas? Art, through the power of the image, is the best way to discover them.
The exhibition’s approach is unprecedented: it traces how the standards of Beauty and Ugliness
evolved from the last quarter of the 15th century to the end of the 16th century—key transitional
periods—by juxtaposing in a rich and compelling confrontation the ways in which these two

subjects were interpreted by the greatest Italian artists and their counterparts from Northern
Europe.

Find out more:
https://www.bozar.be/en/calendar/bellezza-e-bruttezza
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April

The private park of the Castle of Groot-Bijgaarden features a large spring flower display.
Tulips, daffodils and hyacinths are planted throughout the park, creating extensive
flower beds along the walking routes. For each blooming season, more than one million
flower bulbs are planted by specialist horticultural teams. The estate includes flower
carpets beneath mature trees, formally landscaped beds, a heart-shaped display of red

tulips and a colourful labyrinth, all of which are key features of the park and attract
visitors annually.

Find out more:

Floralia Brussels from 3 April to 3 May 2026 | Castle of Groot-Bijgaarden

The Ronde van Vlaanderen, also known as the Tour of Flanders, is the climax of the Flemish
cycling season. It's not just the cycling fanatics who are excited; the entire nation looks forward
to watching this race on the first Sunday of April.

This annual road race is part of the UCI World Tour. It is more than a cycle race, its celebration
of Flemish identity and features steep cobbled climbs, narrow concrete roads and not to
mention the tight corners. The finish line is in Oudenaarde, the home of cycling.
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Several restaurants in Poperinge present their creations during Hop Shoot Month from 1 March
to 15 April. Chefs in the area will take you on a culinary journey through the vast hop landscape.
Treat yourself to this unique experience and be enchanted by the pure flavour of white gold.
There is no need to limit yourself to just one chef from the region.

All you need to do is book a table at a restaurant of your choice and enjoy the hop shoots that
are bought freshly every day. A full list of participating restaurants can be found via the link
below.

Find out more:
https://www.toerismepoperinge.be/en/content/detail/543/taste-hop-shoots-in-poperinge

May

The Floralies
EVENT

@ Ghent

1 May 2026 — 10 May 2026

‘Floralién Gent’ is one of the most prestigious flower shows in Europe. For ten days, the Kuipke,
the Botanical Garden, and the entire Arts Quarter — Citadel Park will become the stage for a
unique floral experience.

Horticulturists, florists, landscape architects, and artists from Belgium and beyond will present
their most inspiring creations. Under the theme “Connection,” the 2026 edition celebrates the
ability of flowers and plants to bring people together and reconnect them with nature.

Find out more:
https://floralien.be/fr/floralies-de-gand/
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BRUSK
EXHIBITION
@ Bruges
8 May 2026 onwards

In the heart of the historic city centre of Bruges, the city of Bruges is building the future. With
the new BRUSK art hall, the BRON research centre, the renovation of the Groeninge Museum
and the creation of a new, green art site in the middle of the Bruges Museum Quarter,

Bruges has invested in an innovative, contemporary arts policy that will resonate far beyond the
borders of our country. An ambitious museum project that conjures up images of sensational
exhibitions, a dynamic place to meet, and a green museum park.

In May the first two exhibitions in the newly opened arts centre open:

Bigger Picture, Connected of Bruges 900-1550
EXHIBITION

@ Bruges

8 May to 6 September 2026

During the Middle Ages, Bruges flourished as a global city shaped by international trade, culture
and ideas. The inaugural exhibition Bigger Picture explores these connections, revealing how
interactions with regions from Scandinavia to the Islamic world and beyond shaped Bruges and
global history through overlooked stories and remarkable objects.

In collaboration with renowned British historian and author Peter Frankopan and a team of
national and international experts, the exhibition shines a light on crucial but often overlooked
stories about the history of Bruges.

Refik Anadol
EXHIBITION

@ Bruges

8 May to 11 September 2026

Refik Anadol brings his first exhibition in Belgium to BRUSK, opening the museum with a
landmark presentation. Renowned for large-scale Al-driven installations, Anadol uses proprietary
models trained on millions of city images to transform urban data into immersive, living visual
experiences, launching a new museum-based series on urban imagination.
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Find out more:
https://www.museabrugge.be/en/visit-our-museums/brusk

The Toer de Geuze is a biennial event, which has been organized since 1997 by HORAL, the
organisation which unites most lambic breweries and gueuze blenderies of the Pajottenland
and Senne Valley.

For a whole weekend, all producers open their doors to the public. On the premises of each
brewery and blendery, there are free tours and chances to sample (sometimes exclusive) lambic,
gueuze, kriek and other lambic beers. The producers can be visited at leisure by car or bike, or a
seat can be reserved on a tour bus, that takes in 4 different places per day.

The event attracts 20.000 about visitors and is a ‘beer pilgrimage’ for lambic lovers from all over
the globe.

Find out more:

Due to re-open in 2026, this is well worth a visit. The impressive choir aisle, a notable painting
by Jacob Jordaens, and of course, Rubens’ burial chapel, a distinctive Baroque ensemble located
at the rear of the church. The altarpiece Madonna, encircled by Saints, was crafted by Rubens
himself.

Also, pay attention to the statue of the Virgin Mary, created by his student Lucas Faydherbe.
Additionally, the church features one of the oldest functioning tower clocks.

Find out more:
visitantwerpen.be/en/info/saint-james-church
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The Friends Making Machine - Monster Chetwynd
EXHIBITION

@ Middleheim Museum, Antwerp

16 May 2026 — 11 November 2026

In 2025, the Middelheim Museum in Antwerp celebrated its 75th anniversary. Over the years, it
has become an open-air museum of international renown. Its collection includes, among other
things, major works by Barbara Hepworth, Henry Moore, Ai Weiwei, and Camille Henrot.

What makes the museum unique is the dynamic interaction between art and nature: here, there
are no walls, but rather seasons that constantly change our perception of the artworks. With
free admission and an innovative open-air storage facility, the museum remains inclusive and
resolutely contemporary.

The Friends making machine, is Monster Chetwynd’s first outdoor solo exhibition. Anchored by a
new sculptural entrance inspired by the regenerating salamander, the project welcomes
surrounding communities and stems from a collaboration with young people from the UKJA
mental health hospital.

The exhibition explores how art and nature can support resilience and wellbeing. Chetwynd
expands this idea into an “ecosystem” of sculptures, performances, workshops, and films,
creating an invisible network of stories and encounters. Visitors are invited to step into her
playful, imaginative world, shaped by folk culture, popular media, and surrealism.

Find out more:

https://middelheimmuseum.be/en/activity/monster-chetwynd-friends-making-machine-working-
title
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ntony Gormley Geestgrond
EXHIBITION

@ KMSKA, Antwerp

23 May 2026 — 20 September 2026

Antony Gormley. Geestgrond is the first major presentation of the celebrated artist in Belgium,
created specially for the spaces of KMSKA. Bringing together early works, well known bodycase
sculptures and recent spatial installations, the exhibition explores the human body as a source
of experience and connection, with newer pieces portraying people as transparent and
delicately linked to their surroundings. Works from the museums historical collection are shown
alongside Gormleys sculptures, turning KMSKA into a place where old and new meet.

Find out more:
Antony Gormley. Geestgrond

Ostend at Anchor

@ Ostend
28 - 31 May 2026

Ostend at Anchor is the ultimate event for anyone interested in maritime history. More than 150
ships set sail for Ostend: from three-masters and barges to the smallest clinker-built sloops. The
streets and squares surrounding the docks buzz with activity. Discover old shipbuilding crafts,
sample freshly fried or smoked fish, and enjoy the many musical performances.

Find out more:
https://www.oostendevooranker.be/nl
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The ‘Bierpassie Weekend’ (Beer Passion Weekend) is an ideal occasion for beer connoisseurs to
taste a wide array of Belgian beers in the atmospheric heart of Antwerp.

The festival takes place in the restored Handelsbeurs, an architectural gem in the heart of the
city’s trade and commerce since the 16th century. More than 40 breweries present over 200
beers, with all Belgian beer styles represented: Trappists and abbey ales, Saison beers, Spéciale
Belge beers, Belgian white beers, strong blonde beers, spontaneously fermented beers (gueuze,
lambic and kriek), beers of mixed fermentation (Flemish Red/Brown), Champagne beers (biére
brut).

Find out more:

https://www.bierpassieweekend.be/

On February 10, 2025, the Roger Raveel Museum closed its doors to carry out several climate
control and energy-related improvements in different areas of the museum building. The
museum is scheduled to reopen at the end of June 2026.

Find out more:
https://www.rogerraveelmuseum.be/en/
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During the 1™ edition of Ostendaise — North Sea Food Fest, you can enjoy the creations of
Ostend chefs whilst taking in a view of the sea. Numerous Ostend chefs will prepare a variety of
top-notch dishes especially for the event. North Sea fish and other local, fresh products are, of
course, the main ingredients.

Find out more:

https://www.visitoostende.be/en/ostendaise-north-sea-food-fest-2

July

The Ghent Festivities are among Europe’s largest popular festivals and are recognised as Flemish
intangible heritage. Concerts and performances take place across the city, with plenty of food
and drink stalls ensuring visitors are well fed and refreshed throughout.

Find out more:
The Ghent Festivities | Visit Gent
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Theatre by the Sea (Taz)
@ Ostend

29 July — 8 August 2026

This eleven-day arts festival, held at unique locations in Ostend, focusses on performing arts
and young, emerging artists. Every year it attracts thousands of visitors with a unique mix of
performing arts, music, literature and visual arts. Tickets for various performances are available
on the website, some are also free to attend.

Find out more:

https://www.theateraanzee.be/

August

September

Belgian Beer Weekend brings together a curated selection of breweries from across the country
- from family run breweries to legendary Trappist producers. Whether you're into IPAs, rich
dubbels, crisp saisons or fruit-forward lambics, there’s a glass with your name on it.

The festival is a weekend-long celebration of the beer culture of Belgium. Coupled with live
music echoing through the square. An event not to be missed!

Find out more:
https://www.belgianbeerweekend.be/
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Poperinge’s Beer and Hops Festival is @ major celebration held only once every three years,
showcasing the town at its best with a packed festival marquee, a lively Hop Queen election and
the colourful Hop Procession as its grand finale. This year’s festival features a cheerful children’s
parade on Friday, international marching bands and a Taptoe performance on Saturday, as well
as a vibrant Sunday procession telling the full story of hops with more than a thousand
participants. It is a warm and spirited weekend created by the city council, local schools,
associations and volunteers, all coming together to honour Poperinge’'s deep hop growing
heritage.

Find out more:
Beer and Hops Festival 2026 - Website

The 18" edition of the Bruges Beer Festival will take place in the Bruges Meeting and Convention
Centre on the Beursplein in Bruges. The festival is organised by the BAB vzw beer association
and will once again be an international meeting of beer lovers.

This year, Flanders will be celebrating 10 years of Belgian beer culture as a UNESCO Intangible
Cultural Heritage, with a focus on beer tourism, supported by VISITFLANDERS. The Bruges Beer
Festival is part of this celebration and will be putting the craftsmanship, diversity and
sustainability of Flemish and Belgian beer culture into the spotlight.

Around 60 breweries and companies will present approx. 400 beers, from timeless classics to
exclusive specials. Admission is free. Tasting glasses and tokens will be available on site.

Find out more:
www.brugsbierfestival.be

October
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Jean Brusselmans
EXHIBITION

@ Bozar, Brussels

1 October 2026 - 31 July 2027

In the Autumn of 2026, Bozar will present the first major retrospective dedicated to Jean
Brusselmans (1884-1953) in over forty years. A singular figure in 20th-century Belgian art, his
work illustrates the transition from academicism to the avant-garde, in the context of two
world wars.

Through 120 paintings, drawings, and graphic works, the exhibition will highlight the originality
of his artistic language and his dialogues with Rik Wouters, Van Gogh, Léon Spilliaert, and
Constant Permeke, ranging from masterpieces in major Belgian collections to rarely exhibited
pieces.

Find out more:
https://www.bozar.be/en/exhibitions

Jenny Montigny
EXHIBITION

@ MSK, Ghent

10 October 2026 - 10 January 2027

In the autumn of 2026, the Museum of Fine Arts in Ghent celebrates the Ghent-born artist Jenny
Montigny (1875-1937). More than a century after her first retrospective in 1922, the museum
presents a wide selection of her works, drawn from its own collection as well as from public
and private loans.

The exhibition highlights her artistic independence and the richness of her practice as a painter,
pastel artist, draughtswoman, and etcher.

Find out more:
www.mskgent.be/en/exhibitions/jenny-montigny
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Van Hemessen and Father
EXHIBITION

@ Snijders & Rockox House, Antwerp

15 October 2026 — 31 January 2027

For the first time, a retrospective exhibition which is dedicated to the Van Hemessen family,
major but still little-known figures of the Antwerp Renaissance.

The exhibition brings together a previously unseen selection of works by Jan Sanders van
Hemessen and highlights his daughter Catherine, a rare pioneer among 16th-century female
painters. It also reveals the forgotten role of their son Gillis, offering a fascinating portrait of a
rediscovered artistic dynasty. This exhibition will move the National Gallery in London in
February 2027, when it finishes in Antwerp.

Find out more:
https://www.snijdersrockoxhuis.be/en

Burgundian Feasts
EXHIBITION

@ Hof Van Busleyden Museum, Mechelen

31 October 2026 — 11 April 2027

This exhibition explores the origins of “Burgundian” food culture in the Low Countries. Set in
16th-century Mechelen, it questions whether the era’s reputation for luxury and excess was fact
or myth, structured into four themes. Mighty Meal examines how court banquets displayed
political power through lavish settings and strict etiquette. Steamy Kitchen reveals the labour
and expertise behind these feasts, including early cookbooks and culinary knowledge. Tasteful
City explores markets and trade networks, highlighting both abundance and inequality in food
access. Finally, Feasts and Frugality reflects on the moral and social meanings of food,
contrasting wealth with scarcity.

Blending historical objects and art, the exhibition encourages visitors to reflect on food, status,
and inequality, drawing connections between past and present.

Find out more:
www.hofvanbusleyden.be/en

VISITFLANDERS



State of the Art

Events in Flanders 2026 ’(&\Flanders

Design Museum Ghent reopens on 3 October 2026 with its much-anticipated new wing,DMG will
be a lively, inclusive space linking the museum’s three historic buildings. It will host conferences,
workshops and exhibitions, alongside a museum café and terraces with panoramic views over
Ghent from its new high-rise wing. During its closure, the museum digitised its collections and
developed a new display and website, transforming DMG into a participatory museum where
visitors can explore, learn and contribute to the digital collection.

Find out more:
https://www.designmuseumgent.be/en/ding

The cosy Modeste Beer Festival pays a tribute to Modeste Van den Bogaert, who led the De
Koninck brewery (which is the location of the festival) for more than 50 years. But there’s also a
second reason why the festival bears this name: Modeste also stands for ‘'modest’.

The purpose of the festival is to introduce beer lovers to breweries which are modest in size and
production. Therefore, this is perfect festival to discover some gems among Belgium’s smaller
breweries. Additional events, like food pairing sessions, spice up the festival programme.

Find out more:
http://www.antwerpsbiercollege.be /ModesteBierFestival/
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Whether stuffed in a little tomato, rolled in a ball or just eaten by hand.. shrimp are always a
good choice. But since life is even better with a crispy coating, nothing beats a creamy shrimp
croquette. During the sixth edition of the Shrimp Croquette Festival, Ostend is one again
searching for the ultimate shrimp croquette.

Find out more:
https://www.belgiancoast.co.uk/shrimp-croquette-festival

This is a contemporary art exhibition held at Park Abbey and Museum PARCUM from October
2026 to March 2027 marking the completion of @ major 14-year restoration of the historic abbey
and brings together works by over 25 international artists. It invites artists to respond to the
abbey’s architecture, landscape, and spiritual heritage, exploring themes such as ecology.
memory, and the meaning of place in a changing world. Inspired by Norbertine principles;
action, contemplation, and connection to place, it blends installations, film, and performance
throughout the site. By combining contemporary art with a historic setting, Threading
Landscapes encourages reflection on how past, present, and future intersect, positioning the
abbey as a living cultural space.

Find out more:
Threading Landscapes: Art at Park Abbey | Park Abbey

VISITFLANDERS


https://www.belgiancoast.co.uk/shrimp-croquette-festival
https://www.abdijvanpark.be/en/threadinglandscapes

State of the Art

Events in Flanders 2026 ’(&\Flanders

November

The Waagnatie in Antwerp hosts over 60 world-class breweries, each conjuring their best brews.
Whether you're a seasoned beer necromancer or a curious newcomer to the craft, Billie’s Craft
Fear Fest has something to tempt every soul for every style of beer.

Its food court, offers delicious dishes and fabulous beer pairings designed to waken the senses.

Find out more;
https://www.billiescraftbeerfest.com/

December

In 2026, Antwerp celebrates an exceptional double anniversary: the 450th anniversary of Officina
Plantiniana, founded by Christophe Plantin, and the 150th anniversary of the Plantin-Moretus
Museum, housed since 1876 in the historic house and printing works. The Museum will close from
3 August 2026 to 4 December for refurbishment in advance of the new exhibition — more
information to follow.

Find out more:
https://museumplantinmoretus.be/en
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Opening of the Versalius Museum

@ Leuven
December 2026

Opening in December 2026 in the heart of Leuven, the Vesalius Museum will be housed in two
historic buildings: the former Anatomical Theatre and the Pathology Institute, once used for
dissections and medical research and now carefully restored. The museum will combine
exhibitions with interactive multimedia spaces where visitors, healthcare professionals and
researchers can learn, experiment and exchange ideas. Digital experiences will explore key
developments in modern healthcare, and the opening permanent exhibition will trace the human
life cycle, from pregnancy and birth through illness, recovery and death.

Find out more:
https://youtu.be/rruY5_Tdz58

Christmas is the theme for the next Living History Weekend at Talbot House. Several characters
will take people personally through the house and tell Christmas stories as though they were
there. Talbot House has a long history when it comes to Christmas parties. There will be live
music in the Concert Hall, plus lots of cake, mulled wine and some of Belgium’s best Christmas
beers.

Find out more:
https://www.talbothouse.be/en

Closures and updates
Antwerp
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The Mayer van den Bergh Museum is closed until 2029 for renovation and expansion. Part of the
exceptional collection remains on display in the neighbouring Maagdenhuis.

www.museummayervandenbergh.be/en/construction

Rubens House: The second phase of the master plan includes the renovation of the artist’s
house, which is currently still closed. Reopening is planned for 2030 ,however, in the meantime,
the Rubens House Garden and experience centre are now open. Visitors to the new centre are
greeted with an interactive introduction to the life and history of the artist. Rubens Garden
houses a lush Baroque-style garden, featuring over 22,000 plants arranged in a year-round
colour design and offering views curated botanical displays inspired by the artist's world.

www.rubenshuis.be/en

The Roger Raveel Museum is closed for renovations. Reopening scheduled for June 28, 2026.
http://rogerraveelmuseum.be/en/news/tijdelijke-sluiting

Ostend

MU.ZEE is closed until 2028 for major renovations. In the meantime, the museum’s collection is
traveling to the Venetian Galleries in Ostend and beyond!

www.muzee.be/en

2026 highlights
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2026 marks the 10th anniversary of the inscription of Belgian brewing culture on UNESCO'’s
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. A true cradle of beer,
Belgium combines centuries-old tradition with modern creativity. Flanders, particularly the
Westhoek region, remains a major hop-growing area.

Since the Middle Ages, monks and family brewers have passed down their expertise, giving rise
to a unique diversity of styles: lambics, gueuzes, abbey beers, tripels, saisons, and more. Today, a
new generation of craft brewers is perpetuating this tradition while innovating.

What makes Belgian beer exceptional is the combination of great variety, remarkable quality,
and unparalleled service, with each beer having its ideal glass and serving temperature. Beer

plays a central role in the gastronomy, social life, and culture of traditional bars, the "brown
cafés.”

Between tradition and innovation, the Belgian brewing scene continues to inspire the world and
reinvent itself with passion.

Find out more:
www.visitflanders.com/fr/decouvrez-la-flandre/delices-culinaires-et-biere-belge/bieres-belges

What to look out for in 2027

The year 2027 marks a profound milestone as the Menin Gate Memorial to the Missing in Ypres,
Belgium, commemorates its centenary. Designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield and inaugurated in
1927, this hallowed monument stands as a gateway to history, bearing the names of more than
54,000 Commonwealth soldiers who fell in the Ypres Salient and have no known grave. To
honour this anniversary, a comprehensive two-year restoration has recently been completed,
ensuring the structural and aesthetic preservation of a site that witnessed some of the First
World War’'s most ferocious fighting.
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The global significance of the region has been further cemented by the fact that 27 First World
War sites in Flanders, including the Menin Gate itself, have been recognised as UNESCO World
Heritage sites, reflecting their universal value as places of reconciliation and peace. As we look
towards the centenary, two dates stand out for the global community: the weekend of 24 July
2027, marking the 100th anniversary of the memorial itself, and the year after on 1-2 July 2028,
which will honour a century of the nightly Last Post ceremony.

These commemorations serve as a vital bridge between the past and the present, ensuring that
the sacrifice of those who marched through this gate towards the front lines is never forgotten.
More information about special exhibitions in the region’s dedicated museums and landmarks,
as well as events to coincide with the anniversary, is being planned this year, with further details
regarding the full programme of events expected to be released as the centenary approaches.
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